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研究的视角

� 历时语言学(历史语言学)
� 单位或要素在时间上的关系

� 历时(diachronic)与共时(synchronic)

历时

共时
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数目字上的秘密

Quoted from Wang (2001)
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缘起：语言亲缘关系假说

� William Jones (1786)
� The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a wonderful 

structure; more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin, 
and more exquisitely refined than either, yet bearing to both of them a 
stronger affinity, both in the roots of verbs and in the forms of 
grammar, than could possibly have been produced by accident; so 
strong indeed, that no philologer could examine them all three, without 
believing them to have sprung from some common source, which, 
perhaps, no longer exists: there is a similar reason, though not quite so 
forcible, for supposing that both the Gothick and Celtick, though 
blended with a very different idiom, had the same origin with the 
Sanskrit, and the old Persian might be added to the same family…
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谱系树

August Schleicher (1863) Darwinian theory and the science of  language
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基本方法：历史比较法 (comparative method)

� 历史比较法的基本内容
� 语言比较Æ对应规律Æ共同来源Æ重构原始母语
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两个基本假定

� 一、语音演变是有规律的；

� 二、语言符号的任意性原则
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语音演变的规律性

� 相同的语音在相同的语音条件下，在相同的
时间和空间必然有相同的变化
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规律性的表现

� 条件性音变：平分阴阳

� 普遍性音变：全浊清化

� 不同的语音，相同的条件Æ 相同的变化

� K-, Ts-腭化

� 不同的语音在不同的条件下也有可以相同的
变化
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什么是语音条件

� 语音条件通常不能在词以上找，一般在一个
音节中，更严格的说，语音条件是词或语素
范围内的语音条件

� 印欧语辅音大转移的发现与音变条件的认知



格里木定理 (Grimm’s law)
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例外 (1)

� C. Lottner: Preceding voiceless consonant

From Lyle Campbell (1998) Historical linguistics

bh > b b > p p > f
dh > d d > t t  > th
gh > g g > k k > h
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例外 (2) 和格拉斯曼 (Grassmann’s law)

� 例外 (2)

Grassmann’s law (1862): Dissimilation

bh > b b > p p > f
dh > d d > t t  > th
gh > g g > k k > h
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例外 (3)和维尔纳定理(Verner’s law)

� 例外 (3)

Verner’s law (1876): Accent

bh > b b > p p > f
dh > d d > t t  > th
gh > g g > k k > h



15

语音演变无例外

� 新语法学派假说
� Sound laws admit of no exception (August Leskien, 1876)
� 语音渐变

� 词汇突变

� 察觉不到的(Imperceptible)
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新语法学派理论的问题

� ？
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词汇扩散 (1)

� Wang (1969) 
� Competing changes as a cause of residue
� 语音突变、词汇渐变



18

词汇扩散 (2)

词汇扩散的过程
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实例

�� UU VV CC
�� --kk hookhook
�� --tt lootloot sosootot footfoot
�� --dd foodfood hoodhood
�� --mm gloomgloom grogroomom
�� --nn noonnoon
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词汇扩散 (3)
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词汇扩散 (4)

词汇扩散最有力的证据：同音字分化

From Chen & Wang  ( 1975 )
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